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Farmingville,  NY  - A t  its  O c tober  19  meeting, the  Town  Board  unanimous ly  passed  a  resolution  sponsored  by
C ounc ilwoman Jane Bonner to accept the Route 25A  Final V is ioning Report. The s tudy was  compiled over the pas t
year by an interdisc iplinary team of profess ional planners  who conduc ted five (5) community planning forums  along
the 10-mile Route 25A  corridor from Mount Sinai to Wading River. A  c ritical component of the Study was  extens ive
partic ipation by  more  than 300-community  res idents  who engaged in the  Forums. A  20-person C itizens '  A dvisory
C ommittee  (C A C ) es tablished by  C ounc ilwoman Bonner guided the  projec t  through each s tep to  ensure  the  most
c ritical community is sues  were addressed in the s tudy.

The  C A C  was  composed  of  representatives  from  local  c ivic ,  school,  fire  dis tric t  and  community  organizations .
A dditionally, hamlet-based  Working  Groups  were  es tablished  to  provide  ass is tance  in  planning  and  implementing
each C ommunity Forum. The resulting vis ion for both the corridor and each hamlet updated pas t s tudies  and provide
a sound bas is  to embark upon the land use implementation phase of the s tudy in January 2011. The s tudy is  the firs t
of its  kind in Brookhaven, and one of the few corridor-wide s tudies  ever undertaken in Suffolk C ounty.

The s tudy  success fully  developed a  wide  range of recommendations  to reduce  vehicular acc idents  and conges tion
along the corridor, implement a C omplete Streets  P rogram, preserve open space and his toric  assets , and s trategies
to support and encourage local  bus inesses . O ther s ignificant is sues  addressed by the s tudy inc luded the negative
impac t of large scale  (big box) retail  upon local  bus inesses , the need to improve landscaping and s treetscape and
reduce  s ign  pollution, and  better  enforcement  of exis ting  traffic  laws  along  the  corridor. Mos t  s ignificantly, each
hamlet  updated their V is ion for the  future  emphas izing the  retention of the  pos itive  attributes  of each hamlet, and
devis ing a range of sugges ted improvements  in keeping with the updated V is ions .

"The Route 25A  corridor has  been a priority of mine s ince taking office and I  promised res idents  that this  V is ioning
Report  would not  be  a  s tudy  that  jus t  looked at  old s tudies  but  a  fresh, comprehens ive  examination of its  current
s tate," said C ounc ilwoman Bonner who spearheaded the c reation of the Route 25A  V is ioning Report. "I 'm also proud
to have its  validity  confirmed by Dr. Lee Koppleman, who said it  was  the bes t planning document he has  seen in 5
years ."  She commented further, "I  look forward to getting s tarted on Phase I I  and exc ited to roll up my s leeves  and
get to work."

The Town is  currently finalizing plans  to begin P hase I I  of the s tudy which will develop a land use plan to implement
the vis ions  and recommendations  from Phase I . I t is  expec ted that P hase I I  will be initiated early in 2011, and will
be completed in 12  - 14  months

Res idents  can view the Route 25A  Final V is ioning Report on the Town's  webs ite at www.brookhaven.org.
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